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ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS ON HUMAN HEALTH

Lack of adequate data on a large number of substances precludes a
comprehensive assessment of the risk to humans exposed to food additives
and contaminants.  Therefore, Chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15 contain examples
of nonnutritive substances selected from Table B-4 to illustrate the car-
cinogenic potential of this vast group of substances.  The selection of
these examples was determined by the extent to which humans are exposed
through the general diet and the reliability of the data pertaining to
these exposures.

Any assessment of the health effects of food additives and contami-
nants must take into consideration not only the extent to which humans
are exposed through the average diet, but also the wide range of exposure
for subgroups of the population, the wide range in the carcinogenic
potency of these compounds, and the potential for synergistic and/or
antagonistic effects of the numerous compounds that are present in the
average diet.